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transitioned to Reference and Documents Li-
brarian. In 1962, she was elevated to the posi-
tion of Library Director. She served in that po-
sition for 25 years. She concluded her tenure
at South Carolina State University in 1997
after serving for 10 years as Dean of Library
and Information Services.

Throughout her time there, she played a
crucial part in the creation and oversight of the
South Carolina State College Historical Collec-
tion and the South Carolina State College His-
toric District, and memorialized many signifi-
cant historical structures and sites in Orange-
burg. She became the first African American
President of the South Carolina Library Asso-
ciation in 1986.

After her retirement from South Carolina
State University, she went on to be a found-
ing—member of the South Carolina African
American Heritage Commission. Throughout
the next 30 years, she would be a leader in
the effort to document underrepresented sites
in the state’s archives related to African Amer-
ican History, adding an incredible 300 markers
throughout her time with the Commission. Ear-
lier this year, the South Carolina African Amer-
ican Heritage Commission released the
“Green Book of South Carolina”, which fea-
tured sites originally documented by Dr. Jen-
kins. Even after her retirement from the Com-
mission, she remained involved in training and
mentoring the next generation of librarians and
historians to carry these efforts forward.

She was acknowledged as a giant both on
campus and in the field of historical preserva-
tion, and she earned many awards and acco-
lades for her work. These included the Land-
Grant Director's Association Award (1978),
“Boss of the Year” (1980) from the Orange-
burg Chapter of Professional Secretaries, the
President’s Award from the South Carolina Li-
brary Association (1987), the South Carolina
State College Distinguished Service Award
(1991), the University’s First President’s Serv-
ice Award (1997), the SOLINET Board of Di-
rectors Service Award (1992) and the Univer-
sity’s first Emeritus Award (2000). In 2019,
she was also awarded the Order of the Pal-
metto, the highest civilian honor in the state.

Throughout her life, Dr. Jenkins was an ac-
tive member of several civil and social organi-
zations. Some of the historical and library
boards of which she was a part include the Af-
rican American Heritage Council, the Palmetto
Trust for Historic Preservation, the South
Carolina Library Association, and the South
Carolina Archives and History Commission.
She was also a lifelong member of the
NAACP, a member of The Links, and a mem-
ber of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, for which
she previously served as the Regional Director
for the South Atlantic Region.

Dr. Jenkins, a woman of faith, was a long-
time member of Williams Chapel AME Church.
She was married to my high school baseball
and football coach, the late Robert “Bobby”
Alvah Jenkins. They raised two children, Ron-
ald Robert and Pamela Ruth, and shared sev-
eral grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in celebrating the life and leg-
acy of Dr. Barbara Williams Jenkins. She dedi-
cated her nearly 70-year long career to ensur-
ing African American history was woven into
the fabric of our state’s history. She will be
sorely missed and ought to be well-remem-
bered.
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RECOGNIZING JOHN B.
BILLINGSLEY, JR.

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2022

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor John B. Billingsley, Jr., Found-
er and CEO of the recently launched JBB Ad-
vanced Technologies headquartered in the
24th Congressional District, which | proudly
represent. Prior to launching JBB Advanced
Technologies, Billingsley founded Tri Global
Energy 13 years ago and built the Dallas-
based company into one of America’s top five
renewable energy developers before its recent
sale.

John has been widely recognized as a pio-
neer and industry leader for his vision and
contributions to the development of renewable
energy in Texas and the U.S., including by D
CEO Magazine. Recently Billingsley was the
recipient of its 2022 Renewable Energy Impact
Award. In 2021, D CEO Magazine named
Billingsley as their Renewable Energy Execu-
tive of the Year as a part of their annual En-
ergy Awards. The awards honor excellence
and innovation in oil and gas from North
Texas to the Permian Basin and for only the
second time, this award included the category
of renewable energy. In addition to the des-
ignation for the Annual Energy Awards, D
CEO magazine also named John Billingsley to
its Dallas 500 list. The list features the Dallas/
Fort Worth region’s most influential leaders in
more than fifty different industry categories.

Billingsley, a West Texas native and Texas
Tech University graduate, has founded and
operated more than 20 businesses in indus-
tries as diverse as accounting and banking to
agriculture, real estate, and manufacturing. He
founded Tri Global Energy based on a busi-
ness model of involving local landowners and
communities in wind power projects and led
the company through more than a decade of
growth and expansion. The story of Tri Global
Energy is told in his 2020 book, Texas Wind
Force. | wish him the best of luck in his new-
est venture JBB Advanced Technologies
which delivers more profitable, environmentally
friendly digital technologies by developing re-
newable energy sources to power blockchain
and artificial intelligence-based innovations.

| want to express my appreciation and best
wishes to John Billingsley upon his impressive
recognitions by D CEO magazine. The great
state of Texas was built by visionary leaders
and entrepreneurs like Billingsley, and we are
proud that he has chosen the 24th Congres-
sional District as his company’s headquarters.

—————

HONORING VETERAN WILLIAM E.
HELMAN FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 16, 2022
Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Mr. Wiliam E.

Helman for his extraordinary service to our
country.

November 16, 2022

Mr. Helman was born in 1923 to Edward
and Sara Helman. He attended Ballston Spa
Schools and enlisted in the United States
Army at the age of 19. In the Army, Mr.
Helman served with the Company B, 404th
Engineer Combat Battalion as a Combat Engi-
neer and a Jack Hammer Operator.

During his time in the Army, Mr. Helman
courageously fought in World War Il in the
ltalian Campaign. He was deployed across
ltaly to Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Anzio, Rome-
Arno, North Apennines and the Po Valley. For
his brave service in the war, Mr. Helman was
awarded the European African Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal and the Bronze Arrowhead.
Additionally, he was awarded both the Good
Conduct Medal and the WWII Victory Medal.

Upon his honorable discharge from the
Army in October 1945, Mr. Helman worked in
the automotive industry. He was a self-em-
ployed body and fender man and worked out
of many garages in New York State. In 1946,
Mr. Helman married Rachel and, together they
raised their family of three children.

Throughout his life, Mr. Helman exemplified
dedicated service to his country. | am proud to
recognize him during the Saratoga County
Veterans Association’s Honor our Deceased
Veterans Ceremony. On behalf of New York’s
21st District, | would like to honor the life of
Mr. William Helman and thank him for his
brave service to our country.

————

HONORING AL DAVIS

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2022

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Adris Albert “Al” Davis Sr. of
Fairlawn, Virginia, who passed away on Sep-
tember 13, 2022, at the age of 72. Mr. Davis
was a patriot and veteran of the United States
Armed Forces.

Mr. Davis was born on December 28, 1949,
to Albert and Blanche Davis. He graduated
from Bramwell High School in Bramwell, West
Virginia. He served in the Marine Corps and
the Army Reserve and earned two Purple
Hearts in the Vietnam War. In the following
years, he found purpose in helping his fellow
veterans. He stayed active in the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post No. 1184 in Pulaski and
the American Legion Post No. 58 in Dublin.

Mr. Davis was also a man of deep faith, be-
longing to First Missionary Baptist Church in
Fairlawn and serving as an usher and trustee.

Mr. Davis was preceded in death by his wife
Constance T. Banks-Davis. He is survived by
his significant other Emily Doucette; sons Mi-
chael Kelly, Adris “Hootie” Davis Jr., and An-
drew Primm; daughters Yonnie Stinson, Maria
Davis-Harris (Tony), Somer Davis, Darnisha
Primm, and Kendra “Kenny” Wright (Quentin);
16 grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.
| offer them my condolences on their loss. Mr.
Davis was a kind man who never missed an
opportunity to serve.
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